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Think it my Duty, as your Fe W- 
-Þ ilgrim towards the heayenly Conte, to 
Write a few eg; ow to - 


Ka 


_ Situation is this: 1 e well © 


2 


2 
2 re btomopgrotgdns - 
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Klee of the Brethren's Cons —— 15 1 
at preſent paſs over thoſe that dwell far - 
and * make perbags- A Vin. for. 


this is not a Caſe barely imagin'd 0 
but, to the Praiſe of Divine Grace, it has been 5 
remark'd, that, (not to mention other 


A 


141 
and, at your own earneſt Deſire to have 
| ſome Opportunities of profiting in the 
Concern of your Souls, by the Converſation 
and Counſel, as well as Preaching of theBre- 
thren, you are accordingly admitted by 


eat | 


them to This, without being admitted far- | 


ther. to Church Communion. Now againft 
a Cuſtom or Regulation ef this kind, there 
are two Complaints made, or to be appre- 
hended, from quite different Quarters. 

One may come from common By- 


ſtanders: Why do the Brethren contract 
ſuch Societies around them at all? To this 


I will give, in the Brethren's ſtead, an ex- 
ceeding ſhort Anſwer, — They cannot help 
it! They only teſtify what they have ex- 


perienced of the Death and Sufferings of an 


Incarnate God, of the Greatneſs of his Love, 
his perfect Propitiation, and the free Mercy 
ſhewn by Him to Sinners, (Truths, which 


neither can be ſuppreſs'd by, nor need be 
and this 
Teſtimony occaſions all the Concourſe to 


ſuppreſs'd among, Chriſtians ; ) 


them that there is. | 


The other Complaint, is what you your- 
ſelves, ſometimes, too haſtily make: by. 


are we not received to ſtill nearer Fellowſhip? 


* 


of che Brethren) the Sixteen Diſcourſes on the ſe- 
cond Part of the Creed, have particularly been 


much bleſs'd, to the edifying and comforting 
private Chriſtians in divers Parts of A 


of many 
this Land. 
Brgy For, 
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For, what Comfort or Satitfaction can' there 
be in our preſent State??? Accordingly there 
have been Inſtances of Perſons, who bave 
either deſpiſed and quitted the fo call'd So. 


ciety again, or, if continuing in it, have at 


laſt given themſelves up to a deſpondent 
and-: abſolute Barrenneſs, merely becauſe 
they ſaw they were not ſoon taken into the 


Congregation. For the Brethren, tis true, 


are flow to this latter; and are not, like 
moſt other People, intent upon increafing 
their Number. Of this whole Matter LWill 
give you my Thoughts, as one that deſires 
to be impartial, and wiſhes well both to the 
Brethren and you. _ 

J hope then to convince you, that there 
is ſomething of Miſtake, tho? from a good 
Meaning, in the above-mentioned: Reaſon- 
-ing of yours ; by ſhewing you, T hat there 
may be both juſt Motives for granting ſome- 


times preciſely fuch.a Degree. of Connexion 


as we are ſpeaking of, and as Lou are 
now in, and no more; and alſo, That 
there is no Cauſe to eſteem this otherwiſe, 
than as a gyod: Condition and Daa in it- 


e 


I. For the former, only weigh! the 
Grounds the Brethren may a for doing 
as they do in this Reſpect. ; 

Firſt, As they are dal 2 i gricker 
N upon the New Teſtament Plan, 
than the Generality of other Communities; 
and as the moſt unfeigned, affectionate and 
3511 75 A 3 en- 


3 0 
7 „„ Aber 
"es 2 


16] 
entire cleaviig of each individual Heart to 
our dear Saviour's Perſon; in conſequence 


of his having firſt fully forgiven every one 


his own Sins, is their Jewel, and very Life: 


Tis no wonder if they, for their own ſake; | 


uſe ſome Interval of Weeds in this View 
with all Perſons, and are deſirous to be af- 


ſared (with as much Certainty as can be at- 


tainable) of a genuine Work of Grace in 
each, and a fincere and very ditect At. 


5 traction towards the Redeemer, before tl 
receive them into their Botom. This firſt, 


neareſt and moſt obvious Cauſe of Demur, 


may however not be the only one the Bre- | 
thren keep before their Eyes: Por, 


Secondly, They may be ſenſible of another 
Thing, ©12. that many Menz who are in- 


deed ſerious, and have the Foundation- 
- Work after a certain Kind and Meafure 


iſible in them, are yet fo'molded by their 


Nations,” Complexion, former Syſtems, | 


Oc. to ſome particular Mode of Conc 


tic and Behaviour, (in Things which 


otherwiſe admit of a Latitude, or Improve- 
ment) that this Mode is oerhans the only 
wholeſome and ſuitable one for them, as long 


us they live; and any different Way, tho' 
good and well-judg'd in itſelf, would be to 
them perplexing, if not in ſome reſpe& 

dangerous: Out of Tenderneſs towards fuch, 
£ they ought indeed, generally ſpeaking, not 

to be brought too cee to the Brethren's | 
ow nor mn. * they would be in 
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| tat Ca) to forlake their: own particular 
Method, and accommodate themſelves in 

a Things to the Brethren's. Not to men- 
tion alſo, that the Brethren ' Church always 

in this World endures and looks for va- 
rious Hardſhips,, Reproaches and e 
for the Goſpel's Sake; many of which, eve- 

y Soul e not ſubject herſelf to, whoſe 
| Bore and: Vocation is, only to be ſaved. 
And in the Diſcour ſe annex' d, you will meet 
with a ſtill deeper Cauſe of the Brethren's 
friendly Anxiety in behalf of choſe, who 
_ uhfitly join themſelves to them. 

+ Thirdlyz The Brethrem have (I am fully 
1 2 a true Reſpect for the 8 | 
| Religious Cummuniuns or Denominations al» 
ready exiſting in Chriſtendom ; and accord- 
ingly, may be ſcrupulouſiy unwilling and 
backward to deprive them of their Mem- 
bers. Now all ſuch, as are admitted no 
farther than into the Societies, do of Courſe, 
_ notwithſtanding any Help they. may occa- 
donally-/ and collaterally receive from the 
Brethren, abide Members ſtill where they 
were before. . And thus the Brethren s 
Church acts, after all, properly as a ſeaſon- 
able Aſſiſtant in an Irreligious Age, and as 
a moſt faithful Servant, to the other Prote- | 
Kang Churches. 
The Effect of theſe. e bie put 
on tagether; can well be, that of thoſe who 
have had an Inclination to profit by the 
Brethren's Miniſtry, N may (if the Bre- 
A 4 thren 
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thren be convinced the Dirie Wisdom 


poſitively ſo commands it) at the proper 
Time be taken into Fellowſhip: But that, 
nevertheleſs, there may be many others 
who ſcarcely ever can, in this World, be 


incorporated outwardly into the Brethren 's 


Conſtitution.  And/yet, £34 
II. There is no Cauſe to e this; 


(viz. the remaining, whether for @ certain 


Space or conſtantly, in a mere Society-Rela- 
tion towards the Brethren) otherwiſe, than 
as a good Condition or Degree in itſelſ . 


By the different Reaſons thereof aſſign 4 


as poſſible, you perceive, -that from your 


bare finding yourſelves in that Situation, it 


need not aliuays follow, that the Brethren 
are ſtill afraid of your carrying a totally 
falſe (or hypocritical) Mind, or that you 


have no ſolid and right Feeling of Grace at 5 


all: You have only Cauſe and Room, tis 


true, for ſome Selferamination about theſt 


Particulars; and, if your inward Caſe be 


that 3a 7 for bay ors m_— ior; to 
the Lord. v1 e030 it 


But if, or when on the contrary; you 
are only for rightly; diſpoſed” at? the Bottom 


of your 'Heart;'and ſo far enter d into the 


Road of Salvation, as tis poſſible, and per- 
haps ſuppoſed many times, that you may be, 
notwithſtanding your being left in your pre- 
ſent Claſs and Order; and if you do but 


athens os e tt : _ Ta- 


lents 


r 
. = 


7 165 1 
Jents which you have: Then 172 way rea- 
ſonably depend upon it, ig 
11. That, you are not at all deſpiſed For the = 
i Brethren, - Indeed, how can they deſpiſe 
any Man whatſoevet᷑ Eſpecially any, that 11 
is in the leaſt Degree a Fellow-Chriſtian? 
They know and acknowledge, that they 
8 are ſinful Men, who have been 
ſaved thro”. pure Mercy, and fill daily ſtand 
in Need of it; that moreover, they are a-HE 
pointed Servants to every human Soul, 'for + ml 
her Promotion to all Grace and Glory: = 
Therefore the old Fewi/h Haughtineſs to- A 
wards all out of their inmoſt Circle, is ne- 1 
ceſſarily exceeding far from being the Prin- Er 
le of theſe Diſciples of Chriſt. _ 
2. That you (which is ſtill more) actually 
Pofſeſs a good and competent Meaſure of Union 
with Them already. For, beſides that you 
alſo may one Day (on the premiſed Suppo- 
115 75 hope to have your Place and Share 
n thoſe Felicities of the Life to come; Lou 
| 5 They are at e one in Heart and 
8 Ns 
Af you think I ſay too much, 0 0 
(ſuppoſing, as I now do, that the moſt ge- 
neral Principles of Chriſtianity, and of their 
Preaching, do however ſway your Hearts) 
— that you have ſurely one great, plain, 
and unalterable Rule of Faith and Practice 
in common with them. viz, To take the 
Lord Jeſus for your only Righteouſneſs, and 
Ground of Salvation: „To love HIM 
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120 
tenderly, and value — above all Thing, 
who hath bought you with the Price of is 
own Blood : To draw, out of his cheris 
torious Death alone, all- the Strength and 
Succours you can need for all Parts of yotr 
Chriſtian Race: To be dead t6 this pfe- 
ſent World, and renounee all its various 
Luſts and Corruptions: “ To continue al- 
ways meek and lowly in Heart: Te be 
juſt, compaſſionate and charitable towards all 
Mankind, and uſeful to your Generation; in 
that particular Station of Life, ann 
may have wiſely placed you in, Sc. 

Is not this enbugh, to ordinate "Ft 
of One nam Religion + * the 


e e des. 
* 93 3 1 
r 8 Bs: * 


4 1 Werd very 8 furniſh you OY fome 
' clearer, more determinate. and ſubſtantial ys 
of your own State, Even. 7 5. <vhilft you, 
remain in the Society only, t an vou e em 122 . 
ly to have. Perhaps it will be no wron 
_ -preſentation of your Caſe, if J adviſe you. to: 
conſider yourſelves partly under the Notion of 
the ancient Proſelytes of the Gate: for the PA- 
rallel holds in the general, altho' ſome Cir- 
cumſtances may differ. On the humbling Side, 
this is pretty. much your own, Senſe of the 
Thing already; but I would now join the com- 
fortable Side alſo. And in this View the 
EX: TRACT is added. 

Indeed fince you chooſe, and are even ſo. 
* led, to 1 of and eſtimate 

your - 


. 11 


Wet 0 tho vou do not enter at pre- 


ent into the ſeveral Circumſtantials of their 


Ecelſiaſtical Conſiitittion, or: can't obtain 


e o e to bind e n oy tho 
7 r 2197 I 14 : you 
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your own i Pil Serdnies ur N 105 you 
otherwiſe might) according to the beſt Light 


of your former Chriftian Education, but withal 


according to the Brethren's Goſpel- Experience, 
and the Situation you have Leave to ſtand in 
with reſpect to this People; I mult own, I 


can't blame you. herein. For 1 believe the Bre- | 


thren's Congregation to be in "Truth 2 choſen 


Fleck in theſe latter Days, and an Enfign or Candle-. 


Hack of cri plural Religion Jet up before unt re 
Warld, and that whoever will be ſaved, mf? 
learn to worſhip'Teir Loxp and God, (there 


being abſolutely none other Name under Heaven 


given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
Ace iv. 12.) No Man can think I would here- 
by inſinuate, as if none elſe Knew that Lon, 
but who have heard of Him from Them; for, 


God be praiſed] there is ſtill ſome Meaning | 
left in that common Appellation ef C brian 


Countries; only every ſerious Man will allow, 


that for the moſt Part, the Inhabitants of ſuch 


Countries have need of being ſtir d up unto a 
uſter Attention to their fundamental Articles. 
Now then, what are you, upon a general View, 


and according to your preſent external Situa- 
tion, in reference to the Brethren ? I anfwer : 


ſomething like what the Pro/elytes. of the Gate 
were: to the People of the Feacs. And what 
| | Was 
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thren's heartieſt good Wiſhes to that Purpoſe. 


Tag. 


you may be, moreover, only wiſhing, and 


panting, as yet, for /me of thoſe precious 


Experiences and Infights, which our Saviour 
vouchſafes to Them by Way of Super- 
ſtructure upon, or rather farther Unfolding 


of, the now-mention'd Fundamentals? 
The beſt Advice therefore I can give you 


upon the whole, conſiſts briefly in the fol- 


lowing Points: 25 
(I.) Daily meditate upon, put your whole 


Truſt in, and direct your Sighs to, your 
once wounded and bleeding Saviour, the 
general and faithful High- Prieſt, Advocate, 


and ſecond Adam; who even after his Re- 


* 


. „ — 8 


—— — yr 182 


* » n * * 


2 


was the state of thoſe ancient Fellow-worſhip- 


pers, and the Event thereof? Vou will find by 
the Extract, 1. That it was a very regular and 


orderly State, and had its proper Rights and ſo- 
lid Privileges (tho not the fulleſt) belonging to it. 


2. That theſe Perſons, almoſt generally, turn'd 


out well; for when our Saviour. came, they re- 


ceived Him. Here you ſee, that many then, 


who by their viſible Arrangement towards tat 
fpecial Flock, ſeem'd to have been only Fel- 
low-worſhippers in the outer Court, were found 
notwithſtanding, to have advanced inwardly 
many ſure Steps towards the Sanctuary itſelf. 
May it prove thus with you too, in your fimi- 
lar Regulation ! you certainly have the Bre- 


ſur- 


' 


” 
x 


le x 
| An ſhew'd his Scars as the righteous 
Warrior, and whoſe Merits are ſo gloriouſſy 
powerful in behalf of poor ſinful Men. 
: Herein you will be ſure to concur, moſt 
eſſentially of all, with the Brethren: And 
will concur no leſs with the true Senſe of 


the Church of England, who aſſerts it to 
be dia moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very 


6 full of Comfort, that we are Acco ux r- 


: ED RicHTEOUs before God, only for 


cc the MERIT of our Lord and Saviour 


JESUS CHRIS by Faith, and not for 
our own Works or Deſervings. ” Art. xi. 


(III.) Keep till an open Ear to his bleſ- 
ſed Teachings in your: Heart, and never at 


any Time, by any Indifference, Double- 


mindedneſs, checking of Convictions, &c. 


hinder Him from forming you anew in your 
inner Man, and leading you continually 
forward unto the whole and utmoſt Happi- 


neſs, that can poſſibly be deſigned for you. 
Surely you neither can nor ought wilfully 


to ſet up your Reſt, ſhort of enjoying, ac- 


cording to your Circumſtances, every per- 
ſonal Grace, or Part of ſpiritual Health, 


which you hear ſpoken of by the Brethren. 
So much is without all Queſtion ! — _ n | 


with and beſides this, any one of 
feels a laſting, gracious, and, after ha. e 
counted the Coſt, fill deeply rooted De- 


. fire of being taken intirely into the Bre- 
| thren's TR, 3 in that Caſe, (not- 


with- 


MT — — — ag WS. 1 


EM 3 os Fw TE dd dag. 9-4 e ier . . eee 


— 


* 


1 
L 


all chat I have ſaid to pacify | 
others) -fuch a one cannet but expreſs His 
Deſird to Them, and wait on our Saviour's 
= Mercy and electing Love for the Iſſue. For 
= i -*tis. plain there are ome at leaſt, in them 
— the pooreſt of Sinnets, who according 
to his Intention may and ought: to go fo 
far; and theſe few muſt not let any earthly 
Conſidetation keep them back. In this mean 
While however, W499 we” 
HI.) Never admit any Prejudicts or 
ifapprehenſions in your Mind againſt 
hoſe; that are more favoured, and dare be 
happier than yourſelves; but continue juſt- 
IV and lovingly to reverence, and reap what 
Benefit you can from, their Light. bes TE 
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which 1 fear, and 
which makes me always more to trem- 


4 gations, than boldly:rejoice at 
them, is, that I Know very well, that after _ = 


7 any. Perſon has taſted and tried, or but at: == 
$ © . tempted \ 
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tempted eur chief Point, without 


Al other ſpiritual Meaſures and Medita- 
tions ate 'indiſputably but half and incom- 
pleat; and when the Soul is weary of any } 

one of them, ſhe has always reaſonable Hope 
for better Succeſs in other Frials: In Divine ©; 
Matters, almoſt all religious Perſuaſions.own 7 
the Imperfection of human Knowledge; 


and hence the Intellect may ſtill be Waiting 
for a.nearer and better Way, and not with- 


| having got 
Poſſeſſion, of it, there remains no other K- 
rb, that can be 


out Reafon. Yea, I dare ſay, the firſt 4 
practical Idea with really awaken'd Souls 
uſually riſes in ſome ſuch Form as this: 


< Have I not been miſtaken in my main 
Point hitherto ? Shall I not ſeek for ſome- 


“thing better?“ But it is abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible for a Soul, after having been acquainted 
with our Saviour's Bloodj-with his becoming 
Man, with his Suffering and Dying for us, 
and regaining us thereby from every Kind 


of Sin and Miſery, and all/conſequent De- | 


ſtructjon; to perſuade herſelf, that there is 
Room for any Thing more great and perfect, 


or to acquire any Knowledge Kier to be 


compar'd with that, ſhe has 

and been inform'd o. 10 
This is the Difference between our School, 
and all others; and this is the frightful 


Thing, which has often given me Concern. 


eady taſted 
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b. For 1 am not fully perſuaded, that in our 
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7 Aſſemblies and Congregations, in our School 


1 of the Croſs, on our Theatre as it were, on 
I which the awful Tranſaction of the Redemp- 
tion of Mankind muſt in all its ghaſtly 
$ Scenes be repreſented in as lively a. Manner, 
as tis poſſible for thoſe, whoſe Senſes are ſo 
deeply penetrated and quite -overwhelm'd 
therewith, to exhibit it; that there, J ſay, 
the tormented Perſon of our Creator, which 


gives Us an exceeding great Joy and Content, 


and raiſes us above a ass Obſtacles and 
Impoſſibilities, is ſo perfectly known to 
1 every Heart. I muſt repeat my Fears, that 
not every one takes due Care to become ſo 
inſeparable from that only Object of our Faith 
and of our Preaching, as that there may be 
no poſſible Place for any Separation, Change, 
Alteration, or Lukewarmneſs; but that 
each in particular may be as ſure, as he is of 
his own Exiſtence, h 

neither can, nor is willing ever to part with 
him. Was Fonce aſſur'd, that every Perſon, 
ĩf perhaps the Saviour ſhould bring him bere- 
after into ſome cloſe and difficult Trial, 
would even then be firmly convinced, with 


at the Saviour himſelf 


all Simplicity of Heart, that it is as impoſſi- 
ble for him to give up or part with his Savi- 
our, as to part with bis own Eyes, with the 


3 moſt eſſential Part of his Being, yea with bis 


whole Life for *. I ſhould be much more 


4 glad of the Grige * particular Bleſings, 
1 r 
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. Gch preſent I wich veſpelſt lth 4 
Sureiy our Time i is, in this reſpect}: a a 1 
happy one; the Call grows indeed very Y 
neral, and what was in paſt Ages a Cloſet. t- 
matter, now ſeaſonably ſuits the Pulpit, and 
almoſt any. public Occaſion. And I am 
clear y fatisfied, that, according to our Sa- 
viour's Will and Intention, the Doctrine ang 
the Repreſentation of Him our Creator - Man, 
of his Suffering, of his dead Corpſe, to the 
Minds of Mankind, is not a Pearl or Dia- 
mond of that fort, which could be forbid to 
be communicated to every Body, for fear 
of Swine's trampling it under their Feet, 
(Matt. vii. 6.) yea moreover I am ſure, 
that we are ſent unto all the World, in order 
to preach Ixsus, his Croſs and Wounds, 
and that we muſt preach the Creator of the 
World under no other Shape, than that of 
a wounded and dying Lamb. But be that as 
it will, it is certainly nevertheleſs a Doctrine, 
Which abſolutely muſt be deveur'd by the 
Soul and Heart, and be praiſed daily, and 
muſt accompany us till we come into the 
Preſence of God our Saviour, muſt then laß 
us down before the Feet, and cauſe us to be 
2 and carried over into the Arms, of 
Jeſus himſelf; and not only the whole Af- 7 
ſembly or Society, the Congregation in ge- 
neral, but every one for himſelf, every one 
. of thoſe * or Thouſands that are be- 
* come 
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i our Saviour but, after having 


£40 CLOSETS 3 | = 
ETP ̃ OL RN Theten 9 0 p ERY 
. — „ 2 Mie FILED _ — A. 
a R , 9 
- 4 


come Wan with the Perſon called 
225 855 our Saviour, Creator, and 
* God vuer all! and, with as much Right and 
Truth, our Bridegroom and ate Hue 
band. : 

If this is negletied; if bin Heating we 
don t proceed to Viewing, from viewing in 


; Spirit to Embracing, from Embracing to 
1 ur from Feeling to Living in Him as 


IE 
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in the Air; then it is an infupportable Si- 
| twation, and we canꝭt poſſibly remain in ſuch 
an 1ndeterminate; State, but muſt (in the 
| Natare of Things) relinquiſh it again; And 
then I know not wherewith to comfort, 


or what Counſel to give, ſuch a wearied- 


out Soul, that no more lives content with 
neglected his 
P and the becoming ſprinkled with 
his Blood, and anointed with bis Spirit, con- 
tinues now in a- Dryneſs abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent for Perſons” in the leaſt acquainted 
with Him. Iknow/ not what to en ſuch 
2 Soul, 1 ſtand gerte and nmr at n 
ate! 5,340 + 
This makes me Anette perplex'd 4 
the Honour our Saviour does us, in com- 
mitting to us ſo many Souls, redeemed and 
purchaſed by his precious Blood. I hope 
that what I am going to ſay, will not be 
interpreted by any as ſome Prerogative that 


we aſſum'd, or as a Point of Perfection, and 3 
as if we demanded more of the Souls, than 


bes Th Our 
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1 20 . 5 
ur Saviour himſelf would do: No! that is 
a miſtaken Idea, for tis but the mere fim- 


. Us and natural Effect of the Preaching which 


I would have. However, there is really 


ſomething, which needs muſt diſtinguiſh Us 


from all other Perſuaſions; it being poſſible 
in ſome manner to keep up all the other 
Perſuaſions or Syſtems in the Head or Un- 
derſtanding, whether comprehended or not 


comprehended, believ'd or doubted of; but 


ours is only to be practiſed and experienced, 


to be poſſeſs d and enjoy d: And whenever 


tis not enjoy d, then it alſo cannot be laid 
aſide with ſuch Eaſe and Indifference, as a 
Heap of many other Notions may be, but 


leaves behind it a doleful Senſe, melancholy 


Thoughts, and cauſes in ſome ſort a Fit of 
Deſpair; indeed of quite another Nature 


than the Deſperation commonly incident to 


worldly People, yet not leſs terrible and un- 


happy. The great Difficulty is, that ſuch + 


Men can expect to find nothing better! 


there is no Pofbility for them to ſooth 


themſelves with a pretended Search after 
ſomething more valuable: but on the con- 


trary, the Heart is convinced, that it had 


once the right Thing, the juſt Object before 
it, the everlaſting Subſtance ; it had this in 
ts Power, hut neglected itt. 

Therefore, my Brethren; and Sidel it i 
Andes of you all, to make Haſte towards 
a on * of all our „ acbint, Sing- 


ing 
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Will, and with your very Being; and then 
vou will experience a Happineſs much 
greater than can be utter'd, - exceedingly 
more deſirable than can be deſcribed 3. which 


92 


I in ſome Meaſure myſelf have felt now a 
tolerably long Time, and which I am ſen- 
ſible is everlaſting in itſelf, and will not 


7 forſake us with our mortal Being, but will | 


* 
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our, and remain with us increaſing thro? 
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. * * the Worship of 157 
God of fragt, (commonly term'd Proſelytes} 
there were two Sorts. - One, of ſuch as were 
circumciſed, and took upon them the Obſerva- 7 
- tion of the whole Law of Mo/es. Theſe were | 
accounted as Fews, — bound to the like : 
fervances 'with them, converſed with as freely, 
as if they had been ſo born. They were Par- 
takers with them in all Things both divine and 
human; in a word, they differ'd nothing from 
Jeaui, but only that they were of Gentile Race. 
This Kind the Jewiſh Doctors call Proſelytes of 
Fuſtice, or of the Covenant; namely, | becauſe 
they took upon them the Sign thereof, Cir- © 
cumciſion.— Of which Order was Uriah the 
Hlittite, Acbior in the Book of Judith, — and 
many others both before and in our Saviour's 
Time. 

But beſides cheſe, there was a SeconD Kind 
of Gentiles, admitted likewiſe to the Worſhip | 
of the true God, the God of ael, and the 
Hope of the Life to come; which were not 
circumciſed,. nor conformed themſelves to the 
Meoſaical Rites and Ordinances ; but were only 2 
tied to the Obſervation of thoſe Precepts, 
which the Hebrew Doctors call the Precepts of © 
#he Sons of Noah, namely, ſuch as all Ka Sons 
of Noah were bound to obſerve. Theſe Pre- 
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* Dratriba on Als xvii. 4. 


ih 


Hee = 


1 


1 
1 


87 
* ls 


and eircumciſed Proſelytes came; but only. in- 


; iz t to renounce Idols, nd alh idolatrous Wor- ö 


ſacred Courts of the Temple, whither the Jews 


(2803 - 


pts dre in Number -ſeveni—— Firſt; the'Pres. <8 


| Secondly, to — trac; God, -þ 


2 to wit, N os ER. 
7 Fourtlily, not to be defled with Fornication, 
Inceſt, or other unlawfal Conjunction. Fiſth- 
2 againſt Theſt and Robhery. 'Sixthly, con- 
Adminiſtration of Juflice. The feventh, 
{of nor caring ths Ft with the Blood ni, gi- 
ven to Noab when he came out of the Ark. 
Maimanides adds,  Whotuer ſpall undertake. to 
22 theſe ſeuem Precepts, is one of the Pious ongs | 
—— and hath a Share in the World . 
| 40: come. Note that he Jaith, pious ,ones\out of — 
© the: Nations, for this Kind were ſtill efteem'd 
* Gentiles, and ſo called, becauſe of their Un- \ 
© crcumciio, in reſpect whereof, (tho':no Ido. 
; 1 they came not to worſhip into the 
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to the outzmoſt Court, called the Court: of the 
Cate Which, in the ſecond Temple, ſur- 2 
rounded the ſecond or great Court, whereinto = 
| the Iſraelites came, being divided therefrom by = 
| a low Wall of Stone. -— = 

[The Author obſerves in another Plate, .. that = 
1 Jeaus, in our Saviour's Time, began to be guilty 
17 @ great Fault. In this Court they made no 
Line of doing profane and ſecular Acts, be- 
ing in their Qpinion no better than a common 
Place. Nay, it is very probable, that to ſhew' 
_ their Oy” of the eh Gentiles, (005 


1 


Aro hog CCC 


cording to that of the Apocalypſe, without are 
Dogs) and to pride themſelves in their Prewo- 
gative and Diſcretion from them, they affected 
to have ſuch Acts there done. And hence it 
eame- to paſs, that they permitted a Market 
of Oxen and Sheep, Doves and other Barter, 
to be kept there, for the Uſe of the Temple, 
and thoſe who came thither to worſhip: And 
thus the poor Gentiles were ſtabled among 
Oxen, Sheep, and Stalls of Money-changers, 
and in that tumultuous Place fain to offer up 
their Devotions, and Prayers unto the moſt 
High God, whom they had choſen. But our 
bleſſed Saviour, who came to redeem not the 
Jeaus only, but the Gentiles alſo, and to make 
them a principal Part of his Fold, would not 
ſuffer them to be thus neglected, but by this 
Act of his (driwing out the Buyers and Sellers) 
gave them a Prelude of his further-Favour in- 
' tended toward them; and he that was to vin- 
dicate their Souls from Death, — firſt: vindi- 
cates their Oratory from Profanation, - alledg- 
ing for his Warrant that Place of the Prophet 
{jaiah:: Mine Houſe jhall be called a Houſe of Prayer 
for all People. He did not ſay, My Father's 
Hage is holy,” (for the Jews would foon have 
replied, that the Gentiles Court Was without 
the ſacred Limits) but, „The Place. of Prayer 
for all Nations is a Part of my Father's 
Houſe.” — But to return, ] „ Ha my 
This ſecond Kind of Proſelytes, the Tal. 
mudiſts call Praſelytes of” the Gate, or ſojourning 
Proſelytes, becauſe they were under the ſame | 
Condition with thoſe Gentile Strangers which” | 
Iived "as S9journers in the Land of Mael. For 


all Gentiles dwelling Within the Gates of V 
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* and in tho 


LU orſhip 
Terms, were call'd Preſelytes of the Gate, or S. 


j K 14. mr 
be, were bound to renounce their falſe Gods, 
hd to worſhip the God of ae; but not to be 
1 , unleſs they would, nor farther 
Pound to keep the Law of Mo/es, than was con- 
Fe Precepts of the Sons of Noah. 
Theſe are thoſe mention'd (as often elſewhere 
h the Law, ſo) in the fourth Commandment, 
by the Name of the Stranger within thy Gates. 


4 from the Example of theſe Sojourners, all other 


0 entiles, whereſoever living, admitted to the 
of the God of Mael upon the ſame 


1 Purnin Proſelytes; of which Sort there were 
many in all the Cities and Places of the Gen- 
Tiles, where the Jeb had Synagogues; and 


1 fed to frequent the Synagogues with them, 
Af Itho' in a diſtin Place) to hear the Law and 


he Prophets read and expounded. 


But in the New Teſtament they are found 
Falled by another Name, to wit, of csi, 
DPzvour Perſons, or Wonslirrzus, ſo often 


12 


the Apoſtles. For firſt, theſe are thoſe meant 
% 0 that of Aels xvii. 4. - Where it is ſaid that a 

¶Freat Number of the devout or worſhipping Greeks 
elieved, and adhered to Paul and Silas. And 

1 is Place will admit of no Evaſion: For that 
hey were Gentiles, the Name of E be- 
Mokeneth ex e being given them by way of 
Diſtinction from the Fezws, then and there pre- 


ent alſo. That they were Worſhippers of the 


ue God, the God of 7/ac, their coming into 
Die Synagogue,” their Name o:65pe;, their 


A Fapableneſs of St. Pauls Diſcourſe, (which was. 


1 prove out of the Scriptures, Ha? Mefiah alas 
F p Jaffer Death, and that * das he argues 


ſufficiently | 


1 ention' d (tho' not obſerv'd) in the Acts of 
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ſufficiently, yea abundantly. For who could 3 : 
have * by fuch a Sermon as this, but „ 
thoſe he already had eee of the true * 
God? b 
This Place therefore. may ſerve as a Key to ; 

all the reſt of the Places in this Book, where | 
theſe Worſhippers are mention'd. To that in 
the ſame Chapter, ver. 17. where it is ſaid, 
that St. Paul in the Synagogue at Athens, dil- 
courſed to th 8 and the Devout Perſons or 
Worſhippers. To that, Adds xvi. 14. where St. 
Paul preaching the Goſpel to the Jeaus Proſeucha © 
or Oratory, at Philippi, a Woman nam'd Lydia, 
a Seller of Purple, of the City of Thyatira, a 
Proſelyte Worſhipper, was converted unto the 
Faith, and baptized with all her Houſhold. 
In the like manner, to Ad xvii. 4. when St. 
Paul is ſaid at Corinth to have reaſon d in the 
Synagogues every Sabbath, and to have per- 
ſuaded the Fews and the Greeks: For eſe | | 4 
Greeks were Norſbippers; what did they in the © 1 
Synagogues elſe ſo regularly every Sabbath 1 [1 
Da "Tis true, the Name —is here wanting; 
but it preſently follows, — And he departed Gene 
ſaith the Text, and enter'd into a certain Man SY 
Houſe named Juſtus, one that worſhipped God, (a 
Gentile-Worthipper) avhoſe Houſe JS hard 7 3 4 
* the Synagogue. + 
But above all, that Narration, "43s; all. ac. 1 } 
ſerves our C onſideration and Attention. There 1 
it is ſaid, ver. 43. that St. Paul having preach'd 
the Goſpel in the Fews Synagogue at A4utroch in 
Pifidia, 3 followed him many of the Few: 
and religious or W Proſelytes; and 
ver. 55 that Wen NE Jeaus were Baue yr Þ 
Ol 
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but 81 te Synagogue, the Gentiles, (that is, the 
rue | 3 elle Worthippers ers) befou ht the Apoſtlee, 
mat the ſame Things might be preach/d unto 
18 beni the next Sabbath; Which k eing accord- 
ingly done, — ver. 48.- 
were already Candidates of eternal Life, having 


of 


and hoping for the Reward to come) they be- 
iev'd; yet perhaps not all of them OT) the 
1 Words require not fo much. 
Hheſides, it will not be impertinent, 1 note, 
that the fame Perſons are otherwiſe (namely 
ice) 5 by the Titte of Perſons 
ZFFEARING, GOD. rſt, of Cornellus, 9 82 
cerning whom 28 is no Queſtion but he wa 
a Gentile - Worſhip er,) the Text ſaith, Fhere 


that feared God. Again, in that xiiith of Halt, 
St. Paul ſpeaking ar rf to that mixt Multitude 
aſſembled in the Vu conſiſting partly of 
; 1 Fews and partly of religious Proſelytes, he com- 
pellates them (verſe 16) both diſtinctly in theſe 
Words, Men of Ifracl, and ye that fear God Nby 
the former, meaning the Jeaus, by the latter the 
Gentile-Worſhippers. 
Of this Kind of Converts, (as I have in Part 
already intimated) were, in our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles Time, very many in every Nation 


1 ; yea, far more in Number, than of 


more eaſy Condition, and not ſo prejudicial to 
: | thels outward Liberty, as the other ; inaſmuch 
as . might n ſtill live and 
1 B 2 con- 


the c H⁰ðẽꝝ, (Who | 


been inſtructed in the Worthip of the true God, 


abas a Man in Cæſarea call d Cornelius, a Cn 
rturiom of the Italian Baud, a devout Man, and ane 


q and City, where the Fes lived, and had their 


that other ſort of Proſelytes who were circum- - 
| ciſed. The Reaſon being, becauſe it was the 


FX 


converſe with their Friends, Kindred, and Coun. | 
trymen, bear Office, and enjoy Honours among 
them, (as Naaman the Syrian did, who was of 
this Kind) which the other might not do. Theſe | 
Impediments being out of the Way, the Hope 
of the Reſurrection from the Dead, and the 
Reward of the Life to come, were powerful 
Inducements to draw many to the Worſhip of 
that God, who only among the Gods at that 
Time, promiſed this Reward to ſuch as wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved Him. 
Out of this Diſcourſe—we may Ls Haw 'F 
ſo many of the Gentiles, by the Preaching of 
the Apoſtles, could ſo ſoon and fo readily be 
converted to the. Faith of Chriſt. It was be- bl. 
cauſe they had already embraced the Principles 
which led thereto. For we are to take Notice, 
that the Foundation of the Church among the F 
Gentiles, was laid of theſe ch, who had 
already.embraced the Worſhip of the true God, 
had Knowledge of his Promiſes. Se 
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Am Perſon, who bas fixed his Eyes and 
Mies upon the amiable Example of 


ſome manifeſt Children of God he happens 
to know *, and finds himſelf at preſent 
but a Worſhipper in ihe Outer-Court, 
Oea, ſuppaſing he be indeed as yet inthe 


- pooreſt and moſt dubious Beginnings of | 
FESUS) may how- 


his Faith in 
ever, in the ſame Strain with the 
preceding Extract, and ſtill from Old 
Teſtament Caſes, at leaſt meditate thus 


for bis own Comfort, during that 


Interval. 


Gen. xxi. 14—17. Abrabam roſe up — 


F and took Bread, and a Bottle of Water, 


and gave it unto Hagar, (putting it 
on her Shoulder) and the Child, and ſent 
her away: And ſhe departed, and wandered 
in the Wilderneſs of Beerſbebla. And the 
Water was ſpent in the Bottle, and ſhe caſt 
the Child under one of the Shrubs. And 


1 


* For it can't be denied, that the Proceſs of 
many a Converſion to the inviſible Bridegroom, 
happens in Fact ſo: I Jow'd T hee little, gracious: 
Lord! tho by the heawenly Haſis ador d, ere I thy 


People low'd: The Beauties of thy cbeſen Rate, f 5 


being ſmitten with thy Grace the wonderful Occaſion 
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trov'd. Hymn-B. Part I. p. 120. 
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me went, and ſat down overagainſt him a 
good Way off: — For ſhe faid, Let me not 
Fe the Death of the Child. And ſhe lift up 
her Voice and wept. And God heard the 
Voice of the Lad : and the Angel of God 
called to Hagar out of Heaven, and ſaid un- 
to her, What aileth thee, Hagar feat not; 
for God hath 1 _ * of the Lad 
where he 1 . 65 | 


Bl be thy Bounty, Chrif the Lord 
That tender Pity diuells with Thee, 
 Ev'ntho' the Suppliant's Caſe afford 
Ne Motive, but pure Miſery. 
When. in the thirſiy Deſart faint, 
An I{hmael's Cries Thou didft receive: 
Can't I yet claim the Covenant? (a) 
Still ee can ſt bear, and bid me Fa 


Sen. xxi. 22, 23. And it came to 855 
— that Abimelech, and Phichol the chief Cap- 
tain of his Hoſt ſpake unto Abrabam, ſaying, 
God is with thee in all that thou doſt. Now 
therefore ſwear unto me here by God, that 
thou wilt not deal falfly with me, nor with 
my Son, nor with my Son's Son: But ac- 
cording to the Kindneſs that I have done 
unto thee, thou ſhaſt do unto me, and to 
the Land wherein thou haſt ſojourned. 
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ory Chap, xvii. 21. 


Abimelech 
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| Num. xxiii. 9, Io. From the Top of 
> the Rocks I ſee him, and from the Hills I 
| behold him: Lo! the People ſhall dwell 
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| Nations. Let me die the Death of the 
| Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his.“ 


* 13228 
3 
. — — 
8 


I can't . if tis thy Mind, 
| Mith ſpecial Love to $a Ks thy Flock; 
| Let me but friendly Shelter "90 Ws 
Myſelf not daſb again Their Reck : / (+ ) 
My Life in looking to Theeled, 
(From Balaam's hapleſs Falſbocd free) 
Join d with the Juſt be my laſt Bed, 
A, future Portion with them be, 


| © Poſh. vi. 25. And Foſhua ſaved Rahab 
. the Harlot alive, and her Father's Houſhold, 
and all that ſhe had; and ſhe dwelleth in 


S 


þ LI 


s * Ban was a leſs W 9 than the ; 
others, but his Words ROWEVEr were juſt and 


pro hetical, 
J Trad 


85 n 1 
9 a 
5 © 3 Re A Arn MP Ea 
WW 


rad 


| Iſrael even unto this Day: becauſe ſhe hid 


the Meſſengers ' which "—_ ſent to Py out 
Jericho. $119 


Lite Rahab, mean and vile I am; 
Yet to thee lean, thy Part would take : 

O, when Earth Bake before the LAM, (a) 
E xempt me from the gen ral Wrack | / 


1 Kings viii. 41—43. 1 con- 
cerning a Stranger, that is not of thy Peo- 


ple 1frae!, but cometh out of a far Country 


for thy Name's Sake; (For they ſhall hear 


of thy great Name, and of thy ſtrong Hand, 


and of thy ſtretched- out Arm) when he ſhall 


come and pray towards this Houſe : Hear 


Thou in Heaven thy Dwelling-place, and do 


according to all that the Stranger calleth to 


| Thee for: that all People of the Earth may 
know thy Name, to fear There: s as do thy 


People frat. 


I gladly mark, this 5 of Gree 8 
as ev'n to Aliens then allaw'd, 


Towards God's Houſe to turn their Face, 


And to thy Name with Vows to crowd : 


Thy Human Body's now the Hauſe, (b ) 


Thy Dove (c) within its Clefts doth hide 3 ; 
Ob: . in thoſe Neſts to dwell Id e „ 
Till then, 15 Hall at leaſt be ey d. 


k » 


0 a) New. vi. 16. "(3 55 Jobn 8 
(c) Cant. M 11 Ne Te 
B 5 Zach. | 


8 A 


3 N : | 195 let 


13.0 


EY vin. 23. In Hoſe Days it fhall 
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